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ECOWAS Heads of State Leave Summit; Talks 
Continue 


AB1805220095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, ha: been having consultations with the warring 
factions in the Liberian crisis. After the opening session 
of the meeting of the ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States] Committee of Nine on Liberia, 
which began in Abuja yesterday, the participating heads 
of state and government withdrew from the meeting, 
leaving their foreign affairs ministers to continue behind 
closed doors. State House correspondent Chris Ngu 
reports that Gen. Abacha separately met with each 
delegation of the warring factions. He continued his 
consultations this morning, but this time with his fellow 
heads of state and government, most of whom he met 
separately before their joint meeting which was still on 
at about 6 o'clock this evening. 


Meanwhile, two of the heads of state, President Gnass- 
ingbe Eyadema of Togo, and the Ivorian leader, Henri 
Konan Bedie, have left for home. A communique is ex- 
pected at the end of the meeting. 


As the leaders of the ECOWAS Committee of Nine on 
Liberia continued with their deliberations and consul- 
tations with the warring factions, correspondent Gariba 
Abubakar reports thai an uneasy silence prevails in the 
[ECOWAS] Secretariat as delegates await a commu- 
nique: 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] Shortly after the opening 
of the Abuja meeting yesterday, the heads of state 
went immediately into deliberations and consultations 
with each separate group of the warring factions. But 
that the meeting went into the early hours of today 
underscores the seriousness of the issues involved. Up 
to about 6:30 this evening, deliberations and (?new) 
consultations are still going on. While the various 
delegations await the communique, some of them spoke 
on the consultations held and what they expect. Gen. 
Alhaji Koromah is of the ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] group. 


[Koromah}] I have the feeling that something will 
happen, (eventually) tomorrow, that something ought 
to happen, positively. 


[Abubakar] Gen. Johnson is of the ULIMO-J group, a 
faction of the ULIMO. 


[Johnson] We have (referred) to the African heads of 
state, the ECOWAS heads of state, that the 50-50 issue 
must be resolved here and it should form part of the 
communique that is supposed to come from Abuja, and 
I think we have made some progress on that. 
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[Abubakar] Mr. George Boley is the Coalition candidate 
in the Council of State. 


(Boley] Well, our stand is that what has been agreed 
upon in Accra should be implemented, and the new 
council of state should be seated very quickly so that 
the process can move along. 


[Abubakar] Gen. Alhaji Koromah however sought to 
make this clarification. 


{[Koromah] Also, we would like to make it very clear 
before we sign any document here, to let it be known 
that as a result of the violation of the cease-fire by 
Taylor, our people moved up there into his territory 
to make sure that he does not violate the cease-fire. 
As a result, since three days ago, we have entered his 
Gbarnga headquarters and cut it off from the rest of his 
territory, and entered Nimba County. So we do not want 
people saying, after we have signed any document here, 
that we went and entered Gbarnga and broke the spiri 
of the meeting, like what was during the last time we 
were in Akosombo. [sentence as heard] 


[Abubakar] The absence of devotion of the various 
warring parties to stipulations of the agreements has 
repudiated almost all the agreements, making the peace 
process a total (saga) for the Liberian people and the 
international community. Whether the warring parties 
would adhere to the terms of the Abuja agreements 
remains to be seen. [end recording] 


Factions Withdraw Support for Tamba Taylor 


AB1I805185795 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 18 May 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The West African summit in 
Abuja, Nigeria, to try and find a final settlement of the 
conflict in Liberia, was supposed to be a one-day affair. 
Well, that looked pretty optimistic and inevitably it's 
gone over into a second day. Yesterday, the structure 
of a ruling council was agreed, but the details were 
causing a lot of headaches today and the outcome is 
looking gloomy as Sola Odunfa rep rts from Abuja: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] Leaders of the ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States] Com- 
mittee of Nine on Liberia are now struggling to save 
the Liberian peace process. The dramatic change in the 
course of the summit came this afternoon when, against 
opposition by the other warring factions, the NPFL [Na- 
tional Patriotic Front of Liberia] insisted on being given 
the office of first vice chairman of the new six-member 
ruling council. The other factions not only insisted on 
the two offices being thrown open for election, they 
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also withdrew their support for the appointment of Chief 
Tamba Taylor as the council chairman. The factions ar- 
gued that Chief Taylor, at 90, was too old to be effective 
in office. They said also that there was the possibility 
of his having to leave office within a short period there 
throwing out the first vice chairman as the ruler in wait- 
ing. 

Burkina Faso has been actively pushing the NPFL view- 
point. Nigeria’s General Sani Abacha, as the host, has 
taken up the responsibility of trying to find a com- 
promise acceptable to all interested parties. ECOWAS 
Chairman Jerry Rawlings, who was formerly an NPFL 
advocate, has in the past few hours, opted for a com- 
promise solution. In the meantime, the central issue of 
disarmament of the combatants has been put on hold 
until the council issue was resolved. The final summit 
session, which was expected to hold at 3 PM, local time 
[1400 GMT], has still not taken off three hours later. 
The ECOWAS leaders have been closeted in their pri- 
vate meeting room since they had lunch. [end recording] 


First Oil Ministers’ Meeting Issues Declaration 


LD1805181895 Tunis Tunisian Republic Radio 
Network in Arabic !700 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The proceedings of the first 
conference of African energy ministers, held under the 
chairmanship of President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, 
ended in Tunis today. [passage omitted] 


The Tunis declaration was issued at this conference. 
This declaration calls on every African country to im- 
plement policies in the energy field that aim at devel- 
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Oping each country s own resources and ensures their 
rational consumption. It also urges every African coun- 
try to adopt appropriate resolutions and organizational 
measures that will encourage investments in the devel- 
opment of the energy resources field. It calls on every 
African country to lay down the necessary programs that 
will allow energy to reach all inhabitants better and, as 
a result, strengthen social and economic development 
and deepen African solidarity by developing regional 
cooperation, the exchange of expertise and coordinating 
programs, and will exploit all the potentialities of inte- 
gration. 


The declaration urges African countries to combine 
national plans concerned with energy, particularly by 
formulating joint policies and creating multinational 
projects in the field of research and exploitation, pro- 
duction and distribution. In addition to this, the declara- 
tion urges African countries to manufacture equipment 
at the regional and subregional levels. The declaration 
recommends that trade exchange should be intensified 
in the energy field and energy transport should be made 
easier and priority should be given to the development 
of infrastructure at the regional level. 


Regarding international cooperation, the declaration 
Suggests that new innovative mechanisms should be set 
up to finance and guarantee investments. The declaration 
stresses the need to speed up the resolution issued 
by the OAU on setting up the African committee for 
energy and taking into consideration the study that was 
undertaken by the African Development Bank on the 
African energy programs. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-097 
19 May 1995 


Lurundi 


President To Seek Release of Arms From Tanzania 


AB1905104295 Paris AFP in English 
0858 GMT 19 May 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Bujumbura, 19 May (AFP) 
— Burundi’s president said he would go to Tanzania 
on Friday [19 May] to try to persuade authorities there 
to release a shipload of Chinese-made weapons held 
up in the port of Dar es Salaam for the last month. 
The 152 tonnes of weapons and ammunition were 
ordered by Burundi from China under an earlier regime. 
But Tanzanian authorities have blocked their delivery, 
fearing they could spark more trouble in a country prey 
to ethnic violence and on the brink of civil war, a source 
close to the Tanzanian Foreign Ministry said. 


"We cannot authorize such a quantity of weapons to 
transit through our country to Burundi,” said another 
highly placed Tanzanian Government source. Kenya has 
also refused to let the cargo transit through its port at 
Mombasa to the tiny central African land-locked nation. 


Burundi President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya told AFP, 
"I would like to know why" these weapons are being 
blocked. During his two-day visit to Tanzania, he will 
meet with Tanzanian President Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
to discuss “various other subjects,” including refugee 
problems facing both countries, he said, stressing “our 
relations are do not involve solely this arms’ issue.” 


The shipment of weapons, which arrived in Dar es 
Salaam in early April, were ordered from China under 
the regime of President Pierre Buyoya, a member of the 
Tutsi ethnic minority — which still dominates the Army 
— who left power in 1993 after the country’s first multi- 
party elections brought Melchior Ndadaye into office as 
Burundi’s first Hutu president. [passage omitted] 


Opposition Leader Rejects Government Legitimacy 


AB!805163595 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] (Leonard 
Nyangoma), the leader of the Movement for the Defense 
of Democracy in Burundi [MDDB], categorically rejects 
the legitimacy of the Burundian authorities who are 
running the country, and described the request made by 
President Ntibantunganya to Interpol as null and void. 
This is what he told Mohamed Issouffou Saliou: 


[Begin recording] [(Nyangoma)) | think that Interpol — 
to be consistent — should reject this request from the 
current Burundian Government, the usurpers of power. I 
do not at all recognize the current Bujumbura authorities 
who came from the famous government convention. I 
recognize neither the president of the Republic nor the 
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prime minister, who also came from the government 
convention. First of all, | did not commit any crime 
in Burundi and I think that President Ntibantunganya 
should concern himself instead with trying to find the 
assassins of President Ndadaye, the author of the 21 
April 1993 coup plot, and the murderers of his wife 
before taking so much interest in the chairman of the 
(7MDDB), who is fighting to free the Burundian people 
and to restore democracy in a dying Burundi. I therefore 
believe that this decision by the Burundian president 
who comes from the government convention is null and 
void. 


[Saliou} Mr. (Nyangoma), since you have nothing to be 
sorry for, why don’t you return to Burundi to conduct 
the struggle for peace and democracy to which you are 
referring? 


[(Nyangoma)}] Well, to return to Burundi today would 
practically mean suicide and the death of the political 
trend I am leading to restore peace. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


International Commission Presents Kebiho Report 


AB1905105995 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
0515 GMT 19 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The international commission 
of inquiry into the Kibeho incident ended its work 
yesterday [18 May]. The following are its conclusions 
on who is actually responsible for the deaths in Kibeho 
camps and its recommendations: 


In the opinion of the independent international commis- 
sion of inquiry, the tragedy of Kibeho neither resulted 
from a planned action by Rwandan authorities to kill 
a certain group of people, nor was it an accident that 
could not have been prevented. 


The commission recognizes the legitimate interests of 
the Rwandan Government and of the international 
community to have the displaced persons’ camps closed 
as quickly as possible, both for reasons of national 
security, and in order to remove an important obstacle 
to the country’s efforts to recover from the devastating 
effects of last year’s genocide. 


The commission recognizes the efforts made by UN 
special representatives, UNAMIR [UN Assistance Mis- 
sion in Rwanda], the Government of Rwanda, and other 
organizations to keep the situation at Kibeho under con- 
trol. 


The commission regrets that UN agencies and NGO's 
[nongovernmental organizations] were not able to con- 
tribute more efficiently to the speedy evacuation of in- 
ternally displaced persons from the camps. 
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There is sufficient evidence to establish that during 
the events at Kibeho camp between the 18th and 
23rd April 1995, unarmed internally displaced persons 
were subjected to arbitrary deprivation of life and 
serious bodily harm, in violation of human rights and 
humanitarian law, committed by RPA [Rwanda Patriotic 
Army] military personnel. 


There is sufficient reliable evidence to establish that 
during the events at Kibeho camps between the 18th 
and 23rd April 1995, unarmed and displaced persons 
were subjected to serious human rights abuses including 
arbitrary deprivation of life, and serious bodily harm 
committed by armed elements among the internally 
displaced persons themselves. 


The following are the recommendations by the interna- 
tional commission of inquiry into the Kibeho incident: 


The commission welcomes the initiative taken by the 
Rwandan Government to carry out an investigation at 
the national level. 


The commission calls upon the Rwandan authorities to 
Carry out an analysis of mistakes which occurred in the 
preparation and handling of the closure of the camps, as 
well as a thorough prompt and impartial investigation 
of individual responsibilities within its Armed Forces, 
and any other factors which may have contributed to 
the event. 


In the future, high priority should be given to improve 
the capability of Rwandan State and local authorities to 
react adequately, and within the internationally recog- 
nized framework of human rights, and of humanitarian 
law to situations of social tension and emergency. 


The commission recommends to the international com- 
munity to continue encouraging and assisting the Rwan- 
dan ‘Republic in its efforts to achieve justice, national 
reconciliation and reconstruction. 


The commission calls on the UN system to review 
its chain of command, and its operation procedures to 
make sure that in the future an internal operation is 
not held hostage or bogged down by one or several 
agencies and organizations with limited mandates and 
responsibilities. 


The event to put out the findings was attended by 
His Excellency the President of Rwanda, Pasteur Biz- 
imungu, some cabinet ministers, foreign diplomats to 
Rwanda, MP’s, and both national and international jour- 
nalists. Members of the commission were drawn from 
the United States, Canada, Britain, France, Holland, 
Germany, Belgium, the United Nations, and OAU rep- 
resentatives. 
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Kagame on Actions Against Genocide Perpetrators 


EA1605183695 Kigali Radio Rwanda 
in Kinyarwanda 1700 GMT 15 May 95 


[Funeral speech for genocide victims by Vice President 
Paul Kagame in Rwamatamo, Kibuye Prefecture on 14 
May — live or recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] What was said by the others 
before me is clear. [passage omitted] You Kambandas 
and Sindikubwabos, and all the others who killed peo- 
ple, you should know that Fred Rwigyema committed no 
sins before leaving Rwanda. He did not live in Rwanda. 
He wanted to return clean to Rwanda. He had no case 
in court, and even if he had one, he wanted to come 
home so that anyone with a case against him could take 
him to court. 


As for us, we call on all those who have a case to answer 
to come home. That is where the difference lies. We 
are calling on them to come home. However, I cannot 
conceal from you the fact that, if they come home, they 
will have to answer for what they did before leaving this 
country. This will be done in an exemplary manner. 


Let me let you in on a secret: Even if they do not return, 
in the end we shall find them wherever they are and 
they will answer the charges against them. Rwandans 
should know that they have a right to this if they want 
it — the right to get hold of these Rwandans who left 
after killing thousands of other citizens in Rwanda, and 
who then crossed to Bukavu, Zaire. One can cross into 
Zaire if one really wants to — to arrest Kambanda and 
ask him about what he did here. In fact, one day you 
will hear us saying we have done it. We shall do tt. 
[applause] 


When they say that they want negotiations: How do 
you negotiate with people who killed? What do you 
negotiate? Anyone who believes that he is a man should 
come to negotiate by force. [sentence as heard] I repeat 
that those who did not kill have the right to return 
to their country. In fact, even those who committed 
sins should return home to repent or be punished for 
it. Though Rwandans were killed, | am convinced 
that all Rwandans are not bad. All ethnic groups in 
Rwanda have good people. Therefore, people should 
come together to build their country. [passage omitted] 
All the one million or so of Rwandans outside the 
country did not kill. Whoever did not kill should return 
home. Why should he support those who killed? If he 
killed and he still believes that it was proper to do it, 
then he should explain to us why it was done. That is 
how men work. When a man does something, he says 
why he is doing it. [passage omitted] 
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Our sorrow should not lead us to make mistakes, so 
that some people then take advantage of our mistakes 
for their own benefit. I am saying this because recently 
it was said that another genocide was being planned. 
They said that this time Tutsis were going to kill 
Hutus. However, everything has an end. If this were 
so, this genocide would have happened a long time 
ago. I still believe that not all Rwandans are killers. 
Those spreading the rumors have a hidden agenda. They 
are few among Rwandans. Their objective is to make 
every Rwandan responsible for their deeds, so that every 
Rwandan is called a killer, so that in the end it will be 
said that those who committed the offenses should be 
pardoned. The other aim is to make life difficult for 
the current government, to show that it is not popular. 
[passage omitted] 


Around 95 percent or more of the former Kibeho people 
who returned to their homes are in good shape. They 
had been told that they were being guarded in the camps. 
But who was guarding them — against who? Guarding 
a Rwandan against another Rwandan: for what reason? 
They returned home — and nothing happened to them. 


The Kibeho killings are a different issue. The reason for 
these killings was different. But the majority who came 
home are now cultivating their farms and they are all 
right. The few who were arrested, were arrested because 
of their crimes. What was the reason for the existence 
of the camps? Their existence was due to the fact that 
some people have their own interests and want to see 
them prevail. They are like businessmen. They turned 
the sorrow of Rwandans into their interest. They are 
doing business: They sell food. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 


Zaire 


Prime Minister Signs Joint Communique With 
Burundi 


EA1805224695 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 18 May 95 


[Joint communique issued by Prime Minister Leon 
Kengo wa Dondo and Burundian Prime Minister An- 
toine Nduwayo in Kinshasa on 18 May — read by an- 
nouncer] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] On the invitation of His Excel- 
lency Mr. Leon Kengo wa Dondo, prime minister of the 
Republic of Zaire, His Excellency Antoine Nduwayo, 
prime minister of the Republic of Burundi, paid a work- 
ing visit to Zaire between 17 and 18 May 1995. 


During the visit, His Excellency Antoine Nduwayo met 
the president of the Republic of Zaire, Marshal Mobutu 
Sese Seko, to whom he conveyed a verbal message from 
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his [Mobutu’s} Burundian counterpart and brother, His 
Excellency Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, president of the 
Republic of Burundi. 


The Burundian delegation was headed by His Excel- 
lency Antoine Nduwayo, prime minister, and by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Firmin Sinzoyiheba, minister of national 
defense. The Zairian delegation was headed by His Ex- 
cellency Leon Kengo wa Dondo assisted by Admiral 
Mavua Mudima, deputy prime minister and minister of 
national defense, territorial security and war veteran; 
and Mr. Lunda Bululu, minister for foreign affairs. 


Discussions between the two delegation heads focused 
mainly on the following questions: 


1. Security at the common border; 


2. The security of Zainians living in Burundi in relation 
to the events which took place in Bujumbura between 
24 and 25 March 1995 during which Zairian citizens 
died; 


3. The new influx of Burundi refugees into Zairian 
territory. 


The Burundian and Zairian heads of government ex- 
pressed their concern at the deterioration of security 
conditions at the common borders as a result of the 
proliferation of arms in the subregion. They also de- 
plored the marked increase in the number of refugees 
in the subregion of the Great Lakes [Burundi, Rwanda, 
Zaire], a situation which compromises efforts to deal 
with priorities. 


The two delegation heads also decided: 


1. On the subject of security at the common borders 
to: a) Reshape through bilateral discussions mechanisms 
between military, administrative, and judicial authorities 
at the border; and b) Convene in Bujumbura, before the 
summit of heads of state, a second meeting of ministers 
of defense of the CEPGL [Economic Community of the 
Countries of the Great Lakes] in conformity with the 
recommendations of the second extraordinary summit 
of the conference of heads of state. 


2. On the subject of the refugee question, they agreed 
to the creation of a joint commission with the task 
of ensuring the rapid repatriation of refugees and of 
preparing, among other things, an appropriate judicial 
institution. 


On the subject of the CEPGL, they suggested holding 
the next ordinary summit of heads of st>’ ‘n June 1995. 


Discussions between the two heads of government 
took place in an atmosphere of frankness and mutual 
understanding. 
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At the end of his visit, Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo 
thanked Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, president of the 
Republic of Zaire, for the meeting he accorded him. 
He also thanked the prime minister, Leon Kengo wa 
Dondo, and the entire Zairian people for the quality of 
the welcome reserved to him and his delegation. Antoine 
Nduwayo invited his Zairian counterpart to make a 
working visit to Burundi. His Excellency Leon Kengo 
wa Dondo accepted the invitation. The date of the visit 
will be agreed upon through diplomatic channels. 


Signed by Zairian Prime Minister Leon Kengo wa 
Dondo and by Burundian Prime Minister Antoine 
Nduwayo. 


Thank you. 


Authorities Consider Lifting Kikwit Quarantine 


AB1905103495 Paris AFP in English 
1005 GMT 19 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kinshasa, 19 May (AFP) — 
Zairian authorities are considering lifting a quarantine 
blockade around the town of Kikwit and the surrounding 
region, where the deadly Ebola virus has claimed at 
least 79 lives, a health official said Friday [19 May]. 
The head of the crisis committee set up to fight the 
disease, Bopenda Bo-Nkumu, told AFP that “we will 
meet Friday to look into the possibility of lifting the 
quarantine", which has been criticised by the UN World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 


Almost 3,000 people trying to flee the epidemic are 
trapped at a roadblock at the town of Moungata, which 
is one of a series of barricades erected by paramilitary 


FBIS-AFR-95-097 
19 May 1995 


police to protect Kinshasa from the disease raging 
around Kikwit, 530 kilometres (330 miles) east of the 
capital by road. 


Zairian Professor Jean-Jacques Muyembe, who heads an 
international health commission working in Kikwit, on 
Thursday said that the blockade was “neither necessary 
nor effective” in containing the fever. The WHO said 
Thursday that Ebola fever, which causes death by severe 
haemorrhaging and for which there is no known medical 
cure, had killed 79 people out of 114 registered cases. 
The blockade was imposed by Zairian authorities earlier 
this week. 


Zimbabwe, RSA Efforts To Stop Spread of Virus 


LD1805152195 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 18 May 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Turning again to Zaire and the 
epidemic, South Africa has just advised its nationals to 
avoid going to the notorious town of Kikwit. The Zim- 
babwean Government has announced that all travellers 
coming from Zaire will from now on have to submit 
to a special medical test. The U.S. is keeping a careful 
watch over its airports in order to head off any possi- 
ble contagion due to the Ebola virus. For its part, the 
World Health Organization has reiterated this morning 
that it expects a considerable increase in the number 
of cases of Ebola fever in the next weeks. The toll of 
victims is thus expected to exceed 100. According to a 
Zairean official in Kinshasa, 3,000 people who have fled 
the town of Kikwit are under quarantine, and the whole 
Bandundu region, origin of the outbreak, has been iso- 
lated. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Ethiopia 
Rwandan President Comments on Aid Meeting 


EA1705165595 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 16 May 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Rwandan President Pasteur 
Bizimungu stated that the Ethiopian Government has 
promised him that it will continue to assist Rwanda. 


The Rwandan president, prior to his departure to his 
country today, told reporters that Ethiopia is assisting 
Rwanda not only militarily, but also economically. 
Bizimungu, who said that President Meles Zenawi had 
assured him of this assistance, noted that his talks with 
his Ethiopian counterpart were successful. 


Bizimungu went on to say that the Ethiopian peacekcep- 
ing force will stay in Rwanda as long as we want, and 
noted that Rwanda considers this to be a part of the as- 
sistance Rwanda expects from Ethiopia. Bizimungu said 
that, during his talks with President Meles, one of the 
issues raised was the establishment of a judicial system 
in Rwanda. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


*Finance Minister Outlines Economic Growth 
Factors 


9SAFOO86A Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
25 Mar 95 p 10 


Finance Minister Musalia Mudavadi yesterday said that 
the Kenyan economy is expected to grow at around five 
percent this year after performing rather poorly in the 
early 1990s. 


Mr. Mudavadi said that inflation has maintained a down- 
ward trend and now stands at a one-digit leve!. He said 
that the Kenyan shilling has appreciated considerably 
against the major world currencies. 


The Minister was speaking during the official opening of 
the regional meeting of French companies and embassy 
officials operating in Kenya and Africa as a whole held 
at a Nairobi hotel. 


The forum brought together representatives from lead- 
ing French companies and diplomats largely for the pur- 
pose of sensitizing them to the tremendous investment 
and business potentials that exist in the country. 


Mr. Mudavadi further said that short-term interest rates 
at the commercial banks have fallen sharply over the 
last 18 months. 


He said that the average treasury bill yield fell from 
84.56 percent in June 1993 to 16.79 percent in October 
1994. He said that money supply has been strictly 
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controlled and the balance of payments position has 
improved considerably. 


“The overall balance of payments had a surplus of 
14,191 billion shillings in the first four months of 
the 1994-95 financial year compared to 29,082 million 
shillings in the same period in 1993-94," said the 
minister. 


The minister said that the improvement is attributed to 
higher revenues from income tax, customs and excise 
duties and higher external grants. 


He said that all of these positive developments were 
a result of sound macroeconomic management and a 
peaceful and stable environment. 


Mr. Mudavadi explained that the ongoing government 
divestiture and privatization program is an indicator 
of the government's commitment to this new role. 
He said that the government has undertaken numerous 
macroeconomic reforms to encourage investment t the 
country. 


The minister commended the French government for its 
continued support of Kenya in various endeavors aimed 
at promoting sustainable human, social and economic 
development. 


He reminded the meeting attendees of the remarkable 
reforms that the Kenya Government has undertaken with 
a view to create an enabling environment to enhance 
both foreign and local investment. 


"In recognition of the need to strengthen investor 
confidence in the Kenyan economy, the government 
has undertaken far-reaching economic and _ political 
reforms,” said Mr. Mudavadi. 


He said that liberalization of exchange controls, price 
decontrols, abolition of import licenses, and ongoing 
privatization and reform of parastatals are some of 
the measures that have been undertaken to reduce 
administrative red tape. 


The minister said that the move is to eliminate possible 
unethical practices thus creating the necessary climate 
for the market forces to take charge of the economy. 


To encourage both local and foreign investments, the 
government established the Investment Promotion Cen- 
ter (IPC) charged with the responsibility of promoting 
investment and assisting investors to obtain speedy ap- 
provals, the minister pointed out. 


He said that IPC has become a one-stop decisionmaking 
facility, a development which has encouraged most 
investors. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Mr. Mudavadi appealed to French companies which 
have invested in the country’s petroleum, cement, pack- 
aging, insurance, banking, transport, chemicals and 
banking sectors to double their investment. 


He said that the agricultural sector, which is the 
backbone of the country, apppears to inuve been less 
appealing to French investors, a situation which calls for 
urgent redress given the immense investment potential 
that exists in that sector. 


He said that the stock of French investments can be 
estimated at about 400 million French francs, adding 
that there is still a lot of room for improvement. 


“It is our hope that this stock will grow rapidly in the 
near future and hopefully enable France to catch up with 
the other foreign investors in Kenya,” said the minister. 


He said that since independence slightly over three 
decades ago the government has followed a mixed 
economy development strategy with clear roles for both 
the public and the private sector. 


Mr. Mudavadi said that the roles for both the public and 
private sectors have shifted with emphasis from public 
to market-based investment with provision of incentives 
to both local and foreign investors. 


Somalia 


Atto Opens SNA Congress; Aidid Not Present 


AB!805173995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505S GMT 18 May 95 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] It seems there are upheavals 
afoot in the Somali National Alliance, SNA, the faction 
that has been dominated by General Farah Aidid in 
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Mogadishu. For some time now, there has been a 
widening rift between Gen. Aidid and his main backer, 
businessman Osman Atto. Osman Atto has been talking 
with increasing bluntness about the need to replace 
the SNA leadership. Now, he has called a congress 
in Mogadishu. Gen. Aidid was invited, but surprise, 
surprise, has not turned up. There are fears that the split 
will create yet more factions to battle with each other 
on the streets of Mogadishu, and security has been a 
major factor in the holding of the congress as journalist 
Haren Hassan reports in this fax from Mogadishu: 


Osman Atio’s congress started peacefully this morning 
in south Mogadishu. Twenty out of the SNA’s 33 
central committee members turned up fot the meeting, 
which was held inside a heavily guarded building. The 
original plan was to hold the congress in the SNA 
headquarters, but last night clan elders persuaded Atto 
to change the location. Dr. (Dimbrel), the spokesman for 
the congress, said the congress was moved to another 
place in an effort to avoid confroptation. According to 
Dr. (Dimbrel), the main aims of the congress are to fill 
what he described as the vacuum in the SNA leadership, 
to restructure the organization, and to resolve the crisis 
within the faction. Not surprisingly, Gen. Mohamed 
Farah Aidid, who was invited to attend the congress, 
did not show up. Dr. (Dimbrel) said the absence of Gen 
Aidid will not affect the congress in any way. 


A number of women and children held a demonstration 
in Mogadishu’s 21st October Parade Ground to protest 
against the congress, but an equal number of people 
gathered outside the congress building to show their 
support for Osman Atto. People here have been expect- 
ing clashes to break out between supporters of Gen. 
Aidid and those of Osman Atto over this congress. But 
Mogadishu ts peaceful today. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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ANC Offers ‘Otive Branch’ of Meeting to IFP 


MB1905051495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2252 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Johannesburg May 18 SAPA 
— The African National Congress [ANC] said it had 
offered an “olive branch” to the Inkatha Freedom Party 
{IFP] on Thursday {18 May] by proposing a high-level 
meeting between the two organisations. 


ANC spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa said late on Thurs- 
day night that Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa had 
made the overture in a letter to the IFP’s Dr Sipo 
Mzimela, the minister of correctional services. Mr 
Ramaphosa proposed that the meeting take place on 
Tuesday [23 May] or Wednesday next week “to dis- 
cuss a number of issues of mutual concern”. 


The ANC and the IFP have been 'ocked in acrimonious 
dispute on international mediation which has led to 
the IFP walkout from the Constitutional Assembly 
hammering ovt the final constitution. Relations have 
also been strained icllowing a threat by President 
Nelson Mandela to cut funds to the KwaZulu/Natal 
provincial government, charging the IFP was fanning 
violence with calls to its supporters to resist central 
government. 


“In the communique, the secretary general had proposed 
a side meeting of leaders of both organisations to 
finalise details of the agenda of a meeting between 
the two organisations," Mr Mamoepa said. “We are 
now awaiting with enthusiasm Inkatha’s response to the 
ANC’s olive branch.” 


ANC Says Malebane-Metsing Now ‘Disqualified’ 


MB1805192495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1900 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May 18 SAPA — 
Former Northwest Agriculture MEC [Member of the 
Executive Council] Rocky Malebane-Metsing’s resigna- 
tion from the African National Congress to stari his own 
party meant he hau lost his seat in that ‘egislature, an 
ANC Information and Publicity Department statement 
said on Thursday [18 May]. Mr Metsing has disquali- 
fied himself “with immediate effect”. 


The decision to suspend him: had been taken by the 
ANC’s National Disciplinary Committee (NDC) with 
the “full mandate” of the ANC consucutional structures. 


"The NDC found that Metsing had not only brought the 
ANC into disrepute, but failed to abide by the provisions 
of the constitution, internal discipline of the movement 
and had defied directives of the leadership of the ANC 
in his handling of disputes in the Northwest Province.” 
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Commentary Warns Country Heading for 
Dictatorship 


MB170S10S695 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
12-18 May 9S p6 


{From the “Commentary” column] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] When we warned ‘hit th 
country was heading toward a single-party © ..° 4 
keeping with the African pattern, we were accuse of 
wanting to meet trouble halfway. 


Judging from developments between President Nelson 
Mandela and Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi over the last 
week, it would seem that trouble was not met halfway, 
but came on its own 


When there was talk about “balances and counterbal- 
ances” during the writing of the current constitution, we, 
and others who feel as we do, warned that it was a futile 
exercise. Africa knows from experience that a constitu- 
tion 1s not worth the paper it is written on. People again 
preferred to follow F.W. de Klerk and allowed them- 
selves to be deceived by his politics, instead of heeding 
our warning. 


The constitution has been amended several times since 
Mandela has come to power. The so-called “entrench- 
ment” of certain constitutional principles means little. 
Mandela now wants to amend the constitution again, but 
this time more drasticaliy than before. While previous 
changes were more along administrative lines, the envis- 
aged one could affect the entire welfare of the country 
and its government. 


It is unheard of to change a constitution to force a 
province — where the majority of residents democrati- 
cally elected their leaders — into submission by cutting 
off its financial resources. The ANC cannot have its 
way in KwaZulu/Natal, so it wants to misuse is power 
to destroy its political opponents. The next move is to 
foment a revolution — as the National Party did in Bo- 
phuthatswana and Ciske:i — and then intervene militar- 
ily to “restore order.” Against all democratic rules. 


Another important fact illustrated by the Mandela- 
Buthelezi issue 1s how dangerous it is to be part of the 
system. Since the [FP [Inkatha Freedom Party] withdrew 
from the Constnutional Assembly, the ANC has a two- 
thirds majority and can write the new constitution as 
it chooses. It can also change the current constitution 
as it pleases. If the IFP had stayed out of the elections 
last year, the situation would have been different. If 
the constitution- writing process experiences hiccups, the 
IFP will be blamed because it had initially been part of 
the process. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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This again proves that the right wing, which had no part 
in the birth of the current dispensation, was correct. Its 
hands will stay clean. 


The road ahead is going to be even more difficult. 
Mandela has become aggressive, which indicates he had 
to yield to pressure from radicals within the party. If he 
disappears from the political scene anytime soon, the 
current tempo toward an African dictatorship will gather 
momentum. 


It is becoming clearer by the day that Boers will have to 
act and plan for the future. If the ANC cannot stick by 
the rules, it should not expect the Boers to do so. We 
agree with a poster in the Flemish bloc that shows a 
porcupine and the words: "Vreedzaam, maar Weerbaar" 
[peaceful, but able-bodied]. 


Meanwhile those people who accuse us of meeting 
trouble halfway must open their eyes. There's already 
some trouble around, and a whole lot more is on the 
way! 


MP: ‘Rep -ioritization’ of Foreign Budget Needed 


MB1I805155095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1532 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Assembly May 18 
SAPA — The Department of Foreign Affairs had not 
started to reprioritise its budgetary allocations to bring 
them into line with new foreign policy objectives, 
FA [Foreign Affairs) Committee Chairman Raymond 
Suttner (ANC) said on Thursday [18 May]. 


Speaking during debate on the foreign affairs budget 
vote, he said missions in Europe and North America 
received 55.4 percent of funds for foreign missions, 
while those in Africa had been allocated only 16 percent. 


"Existing programmes and facilities generally continue 
to receive their previous allocation. New foreign pri- 
orities only receive funding if additional resources are 
made available." 


Repriorisation, in which the full spectrum of existing 
allocations were re-considered, was needed, he said. 


Existing programmes and facilities should not automat- 
ically receive funding, but should have to compete for 
resources with potential new programmes. 


It was “especially shocking” that there were insufficient 
funds to open or maintain missions in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Addis Ababa — the headquarters of the Organisation 
of African Unity — or Gaborone, where the secretariat 
of the Southern African Development Community was 
based. Exports to Africa made up 31.7 percent of total 
exports in 1993 and could be expected to expand, but the 


FBIS-AFR-95-097 
19 May 1995 


budgetary allocation to missions in Africa represented 
only 16.4 percent. 


Mr Suttner also called for mechanisms to facilitate input 
from the non-governmental sector into foreign policy 
decision-making. 


"It would be helpful if the (select) committee, and as 
wide a range of the public at large, are consulted as 
part of the decision-making process." 


IRA-Linked Business Fraud Syndicate Uncovered 


MB1905092095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0905 GMT 19 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg May 19 SAPA 
— An 18-month police investigation has uncovered 
a multinational crime syndicate using R237 million 
{rands] of forged blue-chip share certificates to raise 
funds for the hostile takeover of South African diamond 
companies. 


The syndicate had high-level links with the Irish Repub- 
lican Army, police spokesman Lt Jan Combrinck told 
a press briefing in Johannesburg on Friday [19 May]. 
Warrants of arrest had been issued for 13 suspects in 
South Africa, among them a former attorney, a dia- 
mond company director and a businessman, he said. 
Three people had been arrested and released on their 
own recognisances. Prominent national and international 
figures were involved. 


"There are very strong links with the IRA," said 
investigating officer Det-Sgt Gert Britz of Cape Town's 
Commercial Crime Unit. He said the head of the 
syndicate had “very definite links to a very prominent 
IRA figure". Police said it was one of the biggest fraud 
cases ever uncovered in South Africa and further fraud 
involving millions of rands would probably emerge. 


*IDT Regroups After Allan Boesak Scandal 


9SAFO081A Capetown WEEKEND ARGUS 
in English 4 Mar 95 p 18 


Report by David Breier 


Agencies working in South Africa to develop poor 
communities are regrouping after the fallout following 
Allan Boesak’s Foundation for Peace and Justice (FPJ) 
scandal. Development specialists said that Dr. Boesak’s 
foundation was relatively small, but the storm over 
alieged misappropriation of funds sullied the image of 
other grant agencies doing good work. 


The country’s premier development agency is the Inde- 
pendent Development Trust (IDT), which handles bil- 
lions. It was launched in 1990 with a two billion rand 
government grant. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-097 
19 May 1995 


The IDT, under new leadership, is now set to become 
a vital part of the government's Reconstruction and 
Development Program (RDP). 


The government plans to set up a new two-tier develop- 
ment structure—a bank along the lines of the Develop- 
ment Bank of Southern Africa which makes loans, and 
a development agency which gives grants. 


The revamped IDT is working with South Africa's other 
major grant agency, the Kagiso Trust, to set up the new 
united grant structure. 


This week the IDT announced its new leadership after 
the sudden resignation of its chief executive officer, 
Wiseman Nkuhlu, who is heading for the private sector 
in Johannesburg. Professor Nkuhlu was vague about his 
plans, but IDT sources assured Weekend Argus that 
there was nothing sinister in the move. 


The new supremo at the IDT is Merlyn Mehl, who is 
being promoted from deputy chief to chief executive 
officer. The IDT director of housing, Ben van der Ross, 
son of the former University of the Western Cape rector, 
Richard van der Ross, becomes the IDT’s new number 
two. 


Professor Mehl said that there were ongoing discus- 
sions between the IDT and Kagiso Trust to set up a 
consolidated national grant structure. He said that the 
new development organization should work with non- 
governmental organizations (NGO's) and community- 
based organizations, and there would still be a place for 
NGO's. 


Professor Mehl said that development agencies should 
achieve the right blend of independence and account- 
ability. During the apartheid era, when these agencies 
worked against apartheid, they erred on the side of over- 
independence with too little accountability, he said. Dr. 
Boesak’s FPJ was a case in point. 


He said that the IDT had the right blend. It was 
independent but was accountable to its trustees, to the 
taxpayer, and was directly accountable to the Auditor- 
General. 


Professor Mehl said that the key to successful develop- 
ment was not giving handouts to the needy. If so, all 
agencies needed to do was stand on street corners hand- 
ing out cash. The key to uplifting communities was input 
from these communities. For example, communities had 
contributed to schools developed by the IDT and not a 
single item of building material had been stolen from 
these as the communities themselves guarded them. 


For example, there was a shortage of 60,000 classrooms. 
At 50,000 rands a classroom, it would cost three billion 
rands to build them all, not an impossible task. 
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But to staff these new classrooms, it would take another 
60,000 teachers whose salaries would cost at least two 
billion rands per year—a major increase in the 29 billion 
rand education budget. 


Mr. Van der Ross said that the government was now 
emulating the IDT’s pioneering housing development 
system. He has directed the IDT’s 850 million rand 
capital subsidy scheme which provided more than 
100,000 serviced sites at 103 projects throughout the 
country. 


Mr. Van der Ross said that the IDT experience had 
shown that there were two keys to successful site- 
and-service schemes which residents upgraded into 
formal housing, unlike controlled squatting areas such 
as Khayelitsha. Firstly, residents had to have secure 
land tenure and not be subject to squatter warlords 
who moved more and more people onto the land which 
they treated as their fiefdom. Secondly, there had to be 
finance and the government was now making subsidies 
of up to 15,000 rands available on a sliding scale, 
depending on income. 


‘Atlasa II’ Joint Exercises Begin in False Bay 


MB1805191195 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ships of the South African, 
Brazilian Argentine, and Uruguayan Navies sailed into 
False Bay from Simonstown this afternoon to take part 
in the biggest joint international exercises ever held 
in South African waters. The exercises, code-named 
Atlasa II, will test the antisubmarine and antiaircraft 
capabilities of the joint force. The warships will return 
to port on Wednesday. 


Corvette Deal Falters on Lack of Information 


MB1705121195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 May 95 p6 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town — The Govern- 
ment’s plan to buy hi-tech naval corvettes for the de- 
fence force steamed into troubled waters when ANC 
members of Parliament told a parliamentary committee 
yesterday the controversial project should be stopped. 


Today the Cabinet was due to consider competing 
international bids to supply the four ships at a cost 
of about R1.6-billion. But parliamentarians attending a 
meeting of the joint committee on defence yesterday 
argued they did not have enough information to make an 
informed decision about the purchase of the corvettes, 
a project which has been shrouded in secrecy since it 
was inherited from the previous government. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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"We are not convinced in the ANC ranks," ANC MP 
Thenjiwe Mthintso told the committee. She said MPs 
had not been told the "context" within which the corvette 
decision was being made. She called for a review of the 
process and said the Government should put a halt on 
the project until there had been further discussion on 
South Africa’s defence needs. 


Another ANC MP, Ian Phillips, said it was “extraordi- 
nary" that the Government had already spent R80 mil- 
lion [rands} on the corvette project when it had not yet 
been approved by the Executive. 


The decision to buy the corvettes was taken by the pre- 
vious government. There was not sufficient information 
for the committee to make sensible decisions, Phillips 
said. 


Democratic Party MP Douglas Gibson said there was 
"something wrong” between Defence Minister Joe 
Modise and his party when, a year after taking power, 
the ANC still had no opinion on the corvettes. 


The IFP’s [Inkatha Freedom Party] Philip Powell said 
the party had not been given specific information. Only 
the NP (National Party] representatives favoured the 
project outright. 


The committee decided it would call Modise and Trade 
and Industry Minister Trevor Manuel to appear before 
it to get details of the corvette tenders as well as the 
elaborate counter trade proposals that bidding nations 
have put forward as part of their prospective deals. 


Meanwhile, the Cabinet is due to discuss the corvette 
issue today at its regular fortnightly meeting. Pending 
a cabinet decision on whether to buy the corvettes, a 
decision is still to be made on which country will build 
the vessels. 


KwaZulu/Natal Violence ‘Hindering’ Development 


MB1805161295 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 18 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The South African public 
works minister, Jeff Radebe, says the continuing vi- 
olence in the KwaZulu/Natal Province is hindering 
the implementation of urgently needed development 
projects. Mr. Radebe said that the situation was frus- 
trating the aims of the Reconstruction and Development 
Program and called on communities in KwaZulu/Natal 
to create a stable climate which would enable the public 
works program to be implemented. He urged the people 
of the province to put aside party-political differences 
and to allow the projects to go ahead. 
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‘Instability’ Preventing Electrification 


MB1805151695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1507 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg May 18 SAPA 
— Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] is still strug- 
gling to connect homes to electricity in the KwaZulu/ 
Natal province because of political turbulence, accord- 
ing to acting Chief Executive of Growth and Develop- 
ment Dawn Mokhobo. 


She said on Thursday [18 May] in Johannesburg that the 
electricity parastatal found it difficult to operate in po- 
litically unstable areas like KwaZulu/Natal. Eskom ve- 
hicles and equipment were stolen, and it was dangerous 
for employees to work in some places of the province. 


In substantial areas of the province, more than 80 per 
cent of households are not electrified. Most of these 
homes are in areas which fell under the former KwaZulu 
homeland government. 


"Government has the responsibility for politics,” she 
said. "We need them to solve the political problems of 
that area." 


Although more than 60 per cent of households in most 
areas of the KwaZulu/Natal and Eastern Cape Provinces 
are without electricity, Eskom’s electrification drive is 
not prioritising those areas. 


In the erstwhile homeland of Transkei, Eskom had only 
been able to set up structures to start electrification there 
in April this year, despite the existence of less than 20 
per cent of households in that area with electricity. 


The electricity parastatal hopes to electrify 300,000 
homes this year, and the same amount each year during 
the next five years, after linking more than 250,000 
dwellings with power in 1994. 


Some five million of South Africa's eight million 
dwellings are without electricity, and Eskom estimates 
three million could be connected using the existing 
electricity network. 


Meanwhile, Ms Mokhobo said Eskom aimed to electrify 
400 schools and clinics by July this year. She said the 
Norwegian Aid Agency (Norad) had given Eskom a 
grant of R15-million [rands] toward the project. Eskom 
itself would also spend R15-million on the programme. 


Eskom plans to electrify 1,000 schools and clinics this 
year, using photovoltaic systems, largely in rural areas. 


[This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola 


Armed Forces Reportedly Clash With Congolese 
Army 


MB/905055895 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT 19 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] At least 12 people were killed 
in clashes between Congolese and Angolan troops in 
the southern Congo along the border with Angola. The 
incident, which has not been reported by the local press 
yet, took place in Tsiaki on 13 May, a town along the 
border with Cabinda. 


Luanda Airport Introduces Ebola Virus Checks 


MB1805203295 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Measures have been introduced 
at Luanda’s 4 February International Airport to prevent 
the spread of the deadly ebola virus to Angola. All 
passengers from Zaire will have to fill out forms stating 
where they intend to stay while in the country. The 
measure is necessary because the symptoms of ebola 
fever only show up after a 21-day incubation period. 
Health authorities at the airport will deal with anyone 
who shows signs of the disease. 


Meanwhile, the disease is already causing problems for 
Angolans. In Brazil, passengers on Flight 741 from 
Luanda were inspected and questioned by Brazilian 
health officers shortly after they arrived at Rio de 
Janeiro Airport. This was the first inspection since 
the Brazilian authorities ordered the examination of all 
passengers flying from Africa. 


Zambia 
*Rise Reported in 1994 Export Revenue 


95AF0087A Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
10 Mar 95 p7 


[Transcribed Text] Zambia earned $133 million from 
non-traditional exports last year following government 
efforts aimed at diversifying export earnings from 


copper. 


The latest economic report for 1994 said that the 
government’s measures to boost non-traditional exports 
bore fruit as Zambia achieved a 17.5 percent increase 
in such exports last year compared to earnings of 1993. 


To promote non-traditional exports, the government 
put in place exchange liberalization, reduced trade 
restrictions, and improved external sector management. 
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The boom in non-traditional exports was achieved after 
the abolition of the Exchange Control Act in January 
1994 encouraging local and foreign investors to plough 
their capital into viable production-oriented ventures. 


The report stated that the local agricultural, forest, and 
fishing sectors recorded a 19.8 percent decline in value- 
added last year compared to the 79.6 percent growth 
achieved in 1993. 


The reduction in the agricultural sector was attributed to 
the drought during the 1993-94 farming season which 
reduced crop production. 


The mining sector registered a 12.7 percent drop in its 
value-added last year. In the previous year, the drop was 
only 9.1 percent. 


The metal mining sub-sector fell by 12.1 percent mainly 
as a result of the general reduction in production 
resulting from the gradual depletion of reserves which 
made some mining units highly uneconomical resulting 
in their closures. 


The metal mining sector lacked infusion of adequate 
fresh capital in existing operations and for opening new 
mines. 


Value-added in the other mining and quarrying sub- 
sector declined due to inadequate investment as the cost 
of borrowing rose as a result of high inflation. 


Zimbabwe 


ZDB Floats First Foreign Currency Bills 


MB1905072995 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 19 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Zimbabwe Development 
Bank, ZDB, has floated the first foreign currency 
bills aimed at tapping short-term funds for lending to 
exporting firms which need the money to import imports 
or to finance their working capital needs. Intermarket 
Discount House, whose role is to coordinate oth the 
primary and secondary trading in the bills, said in a 
statement that bills up to the equivalent of $42 million 
will be received at the institution offices in Harare. The 
tender closes today. Analysts in the money market say 
the flotation is expected to attract reasonable support, 
given that a lot of hard currency is presently circulating 
in the system. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Liberia 


ECOMOG Reports ‘Major’ Clash With ULIMO 
Fighters 


AB1805114295 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 18 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The West African peacekeep- 
ing force, ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group} has con- 
firmed reports that the safe haven recently created by 
it in Tubmanburg, Bomi County, came under attack 
on the morning of 12 May by fighters of ULIMO- 
K [United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia-Koromah]. ECOMOG says the ULIMO-K fight- 
ers launched a major offensive on the city, specifically 
targeting the Tabibo Military Barracks, which is domi- 
nated by ULIMO-J [Johnson] fighters, with the aim of 
recapturing it. 


An ECOMOG release says its battalion headquarters in 
Tubmanburg started recording RPG [Rocket-Propelled 
Grenade] bombshells around 0615 AM last Friday while 
the attack was spreading to the market center dominated 
by ECOMOG troops. The release says a total of six 
RPG shells were recorded, which left ECOMOG with 
no other alternative but to repel the attackers. ECOMOG 
says the fighting lasted for 30 minutes, and left 12 
ULIMO-K fighters killed, one captured as a prison of 
war, while ULIMO-J fighters lost one man and two 
wounded. There was no casualty on ECOMOG side as 
alleged by some media reports. 


Concluding, the release says while ECOMOG High 
Command wishes to reiterate its neutrality and commit- 
ment to the restoration of peace in Liberia in accordance 
with the Cotonou Accord, it warns that its peacekeep- 
ing posture should not be misconstrued for weakness. It 
therefore warns that the repetition of such acts by any 
of the warring factions will prompt ECOMOG to react. 


Nigeria 


Judges Withdraw; Abiola Trial Adjourned 


AB1705102795 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
0900 GMT 17 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Eight justices of the Supreme 
Court, including the chief justice of the Federation, 
Justice Mohamed Bello, yesterday in Abuja withdrew 
from presiding over the hearing of an appeal filed by 
the Federal Government against the judgment of the 
Court of Appeal, Kaduna, which granted Chief Abiola 
bail. As a result, hearing of the appeal on the Abiola 
matter at the Supreme Court was adjourned, pending 
the constitution of the new panel to handle the case. 


This development followed an application by counsel 


FBIS-AFR-95-097 
19 May 1995 


to Abiola, Chief G. O. K. Ajayi, who submitted that 
the chief justice and the other seven justices of the 
Supreme Court are currently maintaining an action of 
libel claiming 50 million naira against’ WEEKEND 
CONCORD concerning a defamatory article published 
against them. The chief justice of the Federation, Justice 
Mohamed Bello, ruled that with this development, the 
hearing of the appeal by government fixed for 30 May 
has been adjourned, pending the constitution of a new 
panel of the Supreme Court. 


Defending his application, Chief G.O.K. Ajayi said 
the motion on notice inherent jurisdiction that the 
respondent in the appeal is the chairman and publisher 
of the CONCORD newspapers. [sentence as heard] 


Responding, the solicitor general of the Federation, 
Mr. Tochukwu Onwugbofor, argued that there was no 
relationship between a libel suit case, and the appeal 
against bail. 


Sierra Leone 
Strasser Ready For ‘Unconditional’ Talks With 
Rebels 


AB1805114595 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 18 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leonean Govern- 
ment has appealed to the ECOWAS [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States] leaders to broker nego- 
tiations between it and the rebel Revolutionary United 
Front. The Sierra Leonean leader, Captain Valentine 
Strasser, made the appeal yesterday in Abuja while ad- 
dressing newsmen in the Nigerian capital on the situ- 
ation in his country. He said his government believed 
in a negotiated settlement of the conflict and urged the 
ECOWAS leaders to act swiftly to prevent the Sierra 
Leonean crisis from degenerating into a full-scale civil 
war. He said he was ready for unconditional talks with 
the rebels. 


Rebel Activity Threatens Northern Fuel Supply 


AB1705223095 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 17 May 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Sierra Leone, the hinterland 
is bound to be hit soon by fuel scarcities as a result 


of rebel acti Tanker drivers are refusing to drive 
upcountry as their security is not guaranteed. 
This deve comes in the wake of the killing 
of two tan! vers on 14 May, during an attack 


by the Revolutionary United Front. The drivers insist 
that before they resume conveying fuel upcountry, they 
should either be armed themselves or be accompanied 
by Guinean or Nigerian troops. They no longer have 
much trust in their own Army, whose soldiers are either 
inveterate swindlers or outright accomplices of rebels. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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